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Cistercian monks, produced the Knights of Alcantara shortly
afterwards. A third Castilian Order, the Knights of Santiago
(of Compostela in Galicia) was founded in 1171 ; they adopted
the rule of Augustinian canons. In Portugal, the Knights of
Avis were founded in 1181, again under Cistercian patronage.
We find, too, that these new Orders began to be very active
soon after their foundation, and, in Castile especially, they
were instrumental not only in defence but also in vigorous
offensives against the Moslems. They carried on the success
won by Alfonso VIII at Cuenca in 1177, and pushed their
advance as far as the region of Cordova.
Defeat of	It was the steady progress, especially of these Military
toU96 Vm Orders» that roused the Emperor of Morocco, Yakub, who
had already made a successful attack on Portugal in 1189-90,
to organise an expedition on a large scale against Castile.
Alfonso VIII made his counter-preparations, and tried to
unite all the Spanish kingdoms to resist the challenge. He
was too impetuous, however ; without waiting for the com-
plete levying of all his resources, he accepted battle in spite
of his numerical inferiority at Alarcos in July 1196. The
result was his complete defeat, in which the greater part of
his army was destroyed ; he himself only escaped with diffi-
culty from the pursuit of the victors. The Castilian frontiers
were passed, and Toledo had to stand a siege. Leon and
Navarre, as usual, took the opportunity to invade Castile
from the north, but Peter II of Aragon, who had just suc-
ceeded Alfonso II on the throne, came to the rescue of Castile
as his father had done in the past. The king of Castile was
able to arrange a truce with Yakub, and after the marriage
alliance with Leon in 1197 and the final humiliation of Navarre
in 1200, to give his mind once more to an offensive against
the Moslems. Then in good earnest a crusade was preached,
with the special sanction of the Pope himself, but the story
of this and of the great victory which crowned it belongs to
the thirteenth century.
Changes in         The net result of the Reconquest during the twelfth
tbe^elfSlg ceirtury w&s nafc verY striking.   The Portuguese regained the
century       line of the Tagus, the Aragonese and Catalonians attained to
the line of the Ebro.   In both cases permanent occupation
was assured by the colonisation of the newly-won territory.

